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@ongress of the United States
Washington, DE 20515

October 6, 2014

Mr. Roger Goodell
Commissioner

National Football League
345 Park Avenue

New York, NY 10154

Dear Commissioner Goodell:

As Members of Congress committed to advocating for victims and survivors of crime, we call on
the National Football League (NFL) to take a strong stand to prevent and respond effectively to
domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, and all violent crimes.

As you know, recent allegations of professional athletes committing these heinous crimes have
resulted in an important national dialogue about violence against women and children in
America. The truth of the matter is that domestic violence, sexual assault, and abuse are daily,
painful realities for many women and children across our nation. When these vicious crimes are
not properly addressed and when offenders are not held accountable, the cycles of violence
continue, victims remain in constant jeopardy and fear, and the very lives of women and children
are at stake.

We urge you in the strongest possible terms to use your profound platform to move our society
toward a future where violence against women and children is not acceptable. This begins by
conducting a full review of the NFL’s policies regarding domestic violence, sexual assault, and
child abuse. During such a review, we urge you to meet with crime victims and survivors,
experts in the field of victims’ rights, and victim advocates, who are eager to assist you. By
ensuring that the NFL’s policies and practices take the strongest possible stand against these
crimes, everyone in America will understand that no one who commits violence against women
and children can get away with it.

The late Coach Vince Lombardi said, “The achievements of an organization are the results of the
combined effort of each individual.” When the NFL’s leadership, management and players join
together to combat violence against women and children in America, the ultimate achievement
will be a nation where it is simply no longer tolerated.
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